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[1] The low-latitude E, valley and F region 3 m scale irregularities are studied with the
Sanya (18.4°N, 109.6°E, dip latitude 12.8°N) VHF coherent scatter radar. The observations
show that the E region irregularities (ERIs) often weaken or disappear during the
development of postsunset equatorial plasma bubbles (EPBs) in equinoctial months.
However, the valley region irregularities (VRIs) are found to occur during the EPB
development and show structures with close relation to those of EPBs. The interesting aspect
is that the ERI disruption and VRI generation are simultaneously detected. In terms of the
electric field coupling from the equatorial /" region down to low-latitude £ and valley
regions, the polarization electric fields (PEFs) associated with the EPB bifurcation are
suggested to play key roles in the evolution of ERIs and VRIs. It is shown that the mapping of
upward and eastward PEFs generated within the equatorial west tilted bubble would inhibit
the occurrence of low-latitude ERIs. However, for the east tilted bubble structure, the
associated downward PEFs might map to the low-latitude valley region and play an active
role for the development of 3 m scale irregularities through gradient drift instability.

Citation: Li, G., B. Ning, A. K. Patra, W. Wan, and L. Hu (2011), Investigation of low-latitude £ and valley region
irregularities: Their relationship to equatorial plasma bubble bifurcation, J. Geophys. Res., 116, A11319,
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1. Introduction

[2] Ionospheric £ and valley region irregularities and their
association with the development of equatorial plasma bubble
(EPB) structures are at present active subjects of coupling
study between the ionospheric £ and F regions. It is now
understood that the electric field mapping from one region to
another could play an important role influencing the growth
of the irregularities in a nonlocal sense [Patra, 2008, and the
references therein]. For middle latitude irregularity observa-
tions, Haldoupis et al. [2003] reported that the coupling of the
polarization electric fields (PEFs) associated with the unsta-
ble E region could play a significant role on the generation of
middle latitude F region irregularities. Especially, using air-
glow images and VHF coherent scatter echoes, Miller et al.
[2009] provided evidences that the PEFs associated with
the middle latitude instability process may induce the for-
mation of equatorial postmidnight plasma depletions. How-
ever, at equatorial latitude, large electric fields associated
with the EPB structures could produce the equatorial valley
region irregularities (VRI) owing to the direct penetration
effect of fringe field down to valley region [Alam Kherani
et al., 2004].

[3] Unlike the coupling of middle latitude in which the
PEFs generally get initiated at the unstable £ region and then
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map up to the F region and the equatorial vertical coupling
[e.g., Kelley et al., 2003; Alam Kherani et al., 2004; Otsuka
et al., 2009], at low latitude, the coupling from equatorial
F region to low-latitude £ and valley regions through the
magnetic field lines is more efficient [LaBelle, 1985]. The
occurrence characteristics of the low-latitude E region
irregularities (ERI) and VRI are obviously different from
those of equatorial and middle latitudes [Patra, 2008]. Clear
disruption of low-latitude E and ERI is frequently observed
during postsunset hours [4bdu et al., 2003; Patra et al.,
2004]. Abdu et al. [2003] argued that the E; disruption
observed at Fortaleza (3.9°S, 38.4°W, dip latitude 3.7°S) is
believed to be due to the vertical shear in vertical electric field
associated with the evening equatorial F' region, which is
responsible for the vortex flow [Kudeki and Bhattacharyya,
1999], with a shear node around 300-350 km. According to
this, the upward electric field below the shear node when
mapped to the low-latitude E region would inhibit the E|
layer formation [Carrasco et al., 2007]. However, the ERI
disruption is suggested as being due to the mapping of strong
PEFs associated with the EPB down to the low-latitude
E region. The upward PEFs reduce the downward background
electric field in the £ region and then induce an absence of
3 m scale irregularities by inhibiting the growth of gradient
drift instability [Patra et al., 2005].

[4] With respect to the generation of the low-latitude VRI,
observational evidence of the electric field coupling from the
equatorial F region to the low-latitude valley region was first
identified by Vickrey et al. [1984]. Recently, radar measure-
ments from Gadanki (13.5°N, 79.2°E, dip latitude 6.3°N) and
west Sumatra (0.2°S, 100.3°E, dip latitude 10.4°S) show that

1 of 8


http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2011JA016895

A11319

the temporal structures in the low-latitude VRI and EPB have
a close similarity [e.g., Yokoyama et al., 2005; Patra and
Venkateswara Rao, 2007]. In addition, the echo observa-
tions from the equatorial atmosphere radar (EAR, located at
west Sumatra) established a key property of the VRI phe-
nomenon: the spatial structure and zonal drift velocity of the
VRI resemble those of EPBs. These observations strengthen
the fact that the perturbed electric fields associated with
strong EPBs could map to the low-latitude valley region and
produce the density structures as “images” of EPB structures.
However, using the Gadanki radar observations, Patra et al.
[2002] and Patra and Venkateswara Rao [2007] reported that
the low-latitude VRI could occur in the absence of EPB
activity, indicating that the valley region background electron
density profile and electric fields are also capable of gener-
ating VRI at times. The occurrence pattern of VRI during the
absence of EPB is different with that of VRI associated with
the development of EPB. In both the cases, however, they
were essentially linked with the intermediate layers.

[5] Though the low-latitude ERI disruption and VRI gen-
eration during postsunset hours are known as being due to the
electric field coupling from the equatorial F region to the low-
latitude E and valley regions, there is still no investigation on
the simultaneous observations of the two phenomena. It
brings a question that why the electric field mapped from
equatorial F region could inhibit the low-latitude ERI, and
simultaneously trigger the VRI. The Sanya (18.4°N, 109.6°E,
dip latitude 12.8°N) VHF coherent scatter radar, like the
EAR (Southern Hemisphere), is well suited to study the low-
latitude E and valley region irregularities of the Northern
Hemisphere that connect the F' region over the magnetic
equator. The altitude 100 km (150 km) over Sanya is
connected to ~380 km (~450 km) over the dip equator
through the magnetic field line. In this study, we present, for
the first time, the observations of postsunset £, valley and
F region irregularities made with the Sanya VHF radar. Then
we describe and discuss possible mechanisms for the simul-
taneous observations of VRI generation and ERI disruption,
in which the key role is most likely played by the PEFs setting
up within the equatorial bifurcated plasma bubbles.

2. Observations

[6] The Sanya VHF coherent scatter radar, with an opera-
tional frequency of 47.5 MHz and a peak power of 24 kW,
has been taking both the £ and F region data continuously in
the nighttime of equinoctial season since February 2009. The
antenna pattern (the 3 dB beam width is 10° in east-west and
24° in north-south) when positioned at a zenith angle of 23°
due north satisfies the perpendicular condition to the mag-
netic fields at both £ and F regions, and can detect the
coherent echoes arising from the field aligned irregularities
(FALI for details on similar experiments made by this radar,
see Li and Ning [2010, Table 1]). The antenna array is com-
posed of six identical modules (each module consists of 2 x 2
five element Yagi antennas) aligned in the east-west direction
that can receive the radar echoes separately and indepen-
dently. In order to estimate the zonal drift velocity of FAI, the
phase differences (6¢) of FAI echoes between the eastern-
most and westernmost channels were calculated using the
interferometry technique [Farley et al., 1981]. Then accord-
ing to 6x = héy/kd, where k is 27/, d is 5v/2\ (~44.66 m)
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and h is height, the zonal drift velocity of FAI can be obtained
(G. Li et al., A comparison of lower thermospheric winds
derived from range spread and specular meteor trail echoes,
submitted to Journal of Geophysical Research, 2011). Dur-
ing the events of plasma plume detected by the Sanya VHF
radar, the event of ERI disruption and simultaneous VRI
generation is regularly observed. Of these, we have selected
three examples to present here: 8, 16, and 20 March 2011.
All these days are preceded by geomagnetic quiet conditions
(Kp < 3).

[7] Backscatter power profiles for the events of 8, 16, and
20 March are shown in Figures la, 1b, and lc, respectively.
These are so-called height-time-intensity (HTI) plots,
showing the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) as a function of
altitude and universal time (UT; UT =LT — 7.5 h). Height of
the echoes is determined by assuming perpendicularity
between the radar beam and the magnetic field at different
range bins using the International Geomagnetic Reference
Field (IGRF 2005) model. The superposed red vertical axes
indicate apex altitudes. The black and red slant lines represent
the local and apex sunset terminators, respectively. The black
dotted lines show the critical frequency of E, layer (f,E;)
obtained from the colocated ionosonde. As seen in Figure 1a,
the appearance of the plasma plumes, representing EPBs,
and VRI structures correspond very well, both initiated at
12:30 UT (20:00 LT) with a duration of about 40 min.
Meanwhile, the echo intensity of ERI decreased to less than
—5 dB. The intermittent and reduced ERI echo continued
about 30 min until 13:00 UT. After that, the ERI echo
intensity increased to more than 0 dB and reappeared at
multiple range bins. It is interesting to note that the E layer
was observed mainly before 12:45 UT and the occurrence of
ERI has no close relation to the occurrence of E,. However,
Figure la shows that near midnight when the F region
irregularities occurred, no VRI structure was detected and the
ERI weakening or disappearing is also not seen. The obser-
vations suggest that the ERI disruption and VRI generation
are observed only during the period of postsunset plume
structures that are linked with the EPB development. The
local time dependence of ERI and VRI during the presence of
growing plume structures is consistent with earlier studies
[Patra et al., 2005; Yokoyama et al., 2005]. Figure 1b shows
the HTT map observed on 16 March. In this case, the evolu-
tion of postsunset ERI, VRI and EPB show similar character
with those shown in Figure 1a. Notably, in this case, E; was
observed during the time of ERI disruption. However, during
the presence of postmidnight bubble structures, no ERI
structure was observed. Such a disappearance of ERI is
not likely associated with the occurrence of postmidnight
F region irregularity structures, since the ERI was absent
both before and after the occurrence of postmidnight F region
irregularity structures. Figure 1¢ shows another case observed
on 20 March, revealing a clear close correlation between the
postsunset occurrence of plume structures and VRI, and the
disappearance of ERI. The duration of plume activity and
VRI continued for a longer time about 2 h (13:00-15:00 UT).
In addition, the ERI echo intensity is in general weaker than
those shown in Figures la and 1b, and no E, layer was
observed. During the postsunset EPB conditions, the ERI was
totally disrupted. Figure 1d shows an example of non-
disruption of ERI and nonoccurrence of VRI during a non-
EPB event observed on 4 March 2011. The E region echoes
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Figure 1. Height-time-intensity (HTI) maps of backscatter echoes detected by the Sanya VHF radar on
(a) 8 March 2011, (b) 16 March 2011, (c) 20 March 2011, and (d) 4 March 2011. Black and red lines indicate
local and apex sunset terminators, respectively. The superimposed gray dotted lines show the critical fre-
quency of E; layer (f,E;) detected by the colocated ionosonde. The HTI plots show that the £ region
field-aligned irregularities (FAls) are weakened or disrupted, but the valley region FAIs are triggered during
the development of postsunset F region irregularities. SNR, signal-to-noise ratio.

appeared first around 10:00 UT and continued to be present
until midnight hours. In these observations, the postmidnight
disappearance of ERI is a regular phenomenon with or
without postmidnight EPBs, which might come from the
combined action of more than one agent. For example, E
layer, sufficient large density gradients and electric fields are
required for the instability to operate. A detailed study on this
topic will be left for future work.

[8] Figure 2 shows the line-of-sight Doppler velocity and
zonal drift measurements (from interferometry) for the cases
presented in Figures la—lc. Positive (negative) Doppler
velocity represents irregularity motion away from (toward)
the radar. As is evident, a recurring pattern in the Doppler
velocities shown in Figures 2a—2c is that during postsunset

(postmidnight) hours, the velocities corresponding to the
F region irregularity structures show predominantly positive
(negative) values indicating the presence of eastward (west-
ward) electric field in the EPB structures. However, the
Doppler velocities of VRI are also mostly positive (about
50 m/s) and show close correlation with the development of
postsunset EPB. However, the Doppler velocities of ERI are
obviously different from those of VRI and bubble structures.
The ERI Doppler velocities are mostly negative with values
less than —20 m/s, whereas Figure 2b illustrates a Doppler
velocity reversal with positive and negative values before and
after the local sunset, respectively. On the basis of similar
positive Doppler velocity for EPB and VRI, the VRI echoes
should be related to the EPB structures rather than the
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Figure 2. Height-time Doppler velocity plots of field-aligned irregularities (FAls) observed on (a) 8 March
2011, (b) 16 March 2011, and (c) 20 March 201 1. (d—f) The zonal drift velocity derived from interferometric
analysis of those FAI echoes with signal-to-noise ratio >5 dB. Positive (negative) velocity represents irreg-
ularity motion away from (toward) the radar in Figures 2a—2c and eastward (westward) in Figures 2d-2f.

E region FAI, especially during the conditions that the
ERI was weakened or disrupted. In addition, the zonal drift
velocities of EPB and VRI estimated from the interferometry
analysis of the received complex signals are shown in
Figures 2d-2f. Echoes with SNR > 5 dB only were utilized to
derive the zonal drift velocity owing to low coherence (<0.7)
values associated with the weaker echoes (SNR < 5 dB). The
absence of zonal drifts in valley region on 8 and 16 March is
due to the weaker echoes. As a whole, the observations
indicate that the postsunset bubble structures mostly drift
eastward with velocities varied from 50 to 100 m/s. The zonal
velocities of EPB are similar to earlier studies of drifts of
F region irregularities over Sanya [Li et al., 2007]. For the
VRI echoes, Figure 2f clearly shows that the VRI are also
observed to move overwhelmingly eastward with speeds
around 50 m/s.

[o] Figure 3 shows the occurrence of postsunset ERI,
VRI and EPB structures during equinoctial months of 2010—
2011. The red and green bars represent the occurrence and
nonoccurrence of irregularities, respectively. Figure 3a shows
that there are 173 nights with simultaneous £ and F region
observations (the numbers of ERI, VRI and EPB occurrence
events are 111, 23, and 51, respectively). Out of these, we
characterize the ERI (nonoccurrence or weakened) and VRI
(generation) into three categories: VRI with or without EPB,
VRI with or without ERI, and ERI with or without EPB. The

numbers of events for the three categories and their occur-
rence on a given day are shown in Figures 3b-3d. As is
evident from Figure 3b, all VRI events (23) occurred on EPB
nights (51) during equinoctial months. However, Figure 3¢
shows that the VRI (23) are observed when there is no
E region echo or ERI are weakened (62). The statistical
results indicate that the VRI detected by the Sanya VHF radar
are closely associated with the occurrence of postsunset EPB
structures rather than the ERI during equinoctial months.
Figure 3d shows the number of nights when ERI are weak-
ened or disappeared during EPB and non-EPB conditions.
Out of 62 nights of ERI disruption, 41 events have been
observed during EPB events (51), and 21 events have been
observed during non-EPB events (122).

3. Discussion

[10] The observations by the Sanya VHF radar clearly
show that during the presence of postsunset F' region irreg-
ularities, the ERI disruption and VRI generation are simul-
taneously detected. In an attempt to understand the possible
cause of such simultaneous observation, we need to consider
the mechanisms known to operate for the two phenomena.
In the events shown in Figures la—lc, the ERI disruption
exhibited a similar temporal pattern with the development
of postsunset EPB structures, indicating an electrodynamic
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Figure 3. (a) Occurrence of E region irregularities (ERIs), valley region irregularities (VRIs), and equa-
torial plasma bubbles (EPBs) during the equinoctial months of 2010-2011. Also shown are the daily con-
ditions and number of days of (b) VRI occurrence with or without EPB, (¢) VRI occurrence with or without
ERI, and (d) ERI disappearance (weakened or disrupted) with or without EPB.

coupling of E and F region. At low latitude, the £ disruption
during postsunset hours could be resulted from the equatorial
F region vertical upward electric field [4bdu et al., 2003].
Abdu et al. [2003] showed that the E layer disruption com-
mences soon after 18:00 LT and continues till 21:00 LT under
larger PRE amplitudes. They proposed that the upward
electric field below the F' layer when mapped to the low-
latitude E region would inhibit the layer formation resulting in
disruption of E layer. Carrasco et al. [2007] in their simu-
lation studies also showed that the upward electrical field
existing below around 300-350 km inhibits/disrupts the
E supporting the proposal of Abdu et al. [2003]. Such
an altitude corresponds to dip latitude of about 10°. In the
higher-latitude region of more than 11°, the E layer does not

disappear under the influence of PRE [e.g., Batista et al.,
2008]. However, using radar observations from low-latitude
Gadanki and EAR, Patra et al. [2004, 2005] found that the
disruption of low-latitude £ region FAI is closely associated
with the development of EPB. They suggested that the large
eastward and upward PEFs generated within the bubble can
map along the magnetic field lines down to low-latitude £
region and inhibit the occurrence of ERI. Referring to the
observations by the Sanya VHF radar (see Figures 1 and 2),
we note that the occurrence characteristics of ERI and EPB
are similar to those observed at Gadanki and west Sumatra.
Also, no obvious correlation was found between the E; layer
and the occurrence of plume structures during sunset hours.
Considering the dip latitude of Sanya (about 13°), together
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Figure 4. Schematic diagram representing the mapping effects of polarization electric fields associated with
equatorial plasma bubble bifurcation on the low-latitude £ and valley region field-aligned irregularities.

with the temporal characteristics of ERI disruption and EPB
occurrence, the ERI disruption during the development of
postsunset EPB seems likely not induced by the PRE and thus
is almost certainly induced by the PEFs mapped from EPB
structures.

[11] As far as the VRI are concerned, it is well known that
they are generated by the gradient drift instability owing to
electron density gradient (the presence of intermediate layer)
and electric field perpendicular to density gradient (for
details, see Patra [2008]). The background electric field, and
the electric field of higher-latitude £ region or equatorial
F region origin connected to the low-latitude valley region
could excite the instability. During the absence of postsunset
EPB, the VRI are also observed by the Gadanki MST radar on
some occasions. It is shown that the Doppler velocities of
VRI without EPB are mainly negative, and the velocity
amplitude is apparently smaller than that of VRI associated
with EPB. The background electric field or the electric field
mapped from higher-latitude £ region was suggested to play a
role in the VRI generation during the non-EPB events [Patra
and Venkateswara Rao, 2007]. However, the present statis-
tical results shown in Figure 3 indicate that almost all of the
VRI events occurred during the EPB conditions in equinoctial
months, revealing that the VRI may be associated with the
occurrence of postsunset EPB, rather than the higher-latitude
E; activity. Moreover, earlier studies from the EAR indicate
that during the presence of EPB, the low-latitude valley
region 3 m scale irregularities are essentially associated with
the image perturbation of equatorial F region electric field
applied to the low-latitude intermediate layer [ Yokoyama
et al., 2005]. For the VRI observations by the Sanya VHF
radar, Figure 1 shows that the presence of VRI is closely
related to the occurrence of equatorial F region irregularities,
and no VRI occurred during non-EPB conditions. Further,
Figure 2 shows that the Doppler velocity of VRI is mostly
positive, indicating the irregularities moving away from the

radar. Such a positive Doppler velocity must be linked with
the presence of eastward electric field due to E x B drifts.
Considering the close correlation between the occurrence
time of VRI and EPB, and the similar positive Doppler
velocities and eastward drifts, we suggest that the eastward
electric field could be resulted from the mapping of PEFs
generated within the EPB structures.

[12] In the light of the mechanisms described above, we
may conclude that both the ERI disruption and VRI genera-
tion shown in Figure 1 are linked with the mapping of PEFs
generated within the EPB structures. However, this result
raises a question: Why could the PEFs simultaneously trigger
and inhibit the low-latitude VRI and ERI structures, respec-
tively? From earlier studies we know that inside a plasma
bubble, the PEF is generated and directed from the west to the
east wall. Moreover, the in situ measurements [e.g., 4ggson
et al., 1996] and model simulations [e.g., Zalesak et al.,
1982] have shown that the EPB often show bifurcated
structures, toward east and west. As can be seen from Aggson
et al. [1996, Figure 7], the west tilted EPB can bifurcate
several times through secondary processes, and eventually
form the complex multiple bifurcations at higher altitude. The
altitude of bifurcation varies from about 400 to 750 km or
more. Consequently, inside the west tilted bubbles, the PEF
has an eastward component and an upward component. In
contrast inside the east tilted bubbles, the PEF has an eastward
component and a downward component. In such conditions,
the PEFs associated with bifurcated bubble structures could
play different roles on the low-latitude irregularities owing to
the mapping of downward and upward components of PEFs.
Figure 4 shows a schematic representing the mapping process
of the PEFs generated within the bifurcated bubble structures
down to the low-latitude E and valley regions. As can be seen,
the mapping of PEFs associated with the west tilted bubble is
similar to that reported by Patra et al. [2005]. The upward
PEF when mapped to low-latitude E region, will reduce the
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vertical downward background electric field in the £ region
and also the growth rate of gradient drift instability, and thus
lead to a disruption of 3 m scale irregularities. However, the
mapping of downward PEF associated with the east tilted
structures at higher altitude will increase the downward
background electric field, and also the gradient drift insta-
bility. During the growth phase of bubble development, the
PEF inside bubbles can be strong. Further, using the in situ
measurements by the San Marco D satellite, Aggson et al.
[1996] found that the vertical electric fields are sometimes
stronger than the zonal component (in the bubbles), indicat-
ing that the branches of the bifurcating depletion region are
strongly tilted. The large downward (upward) PEF associated
with the largely tilted bubble structures, when map to low-
latitude valley region, will remarkably enhance (reduce) the
vertical electric field in the valley region. Thus, for the strong
east tilted bubble structures, the downward PEF, or the PEF
together with the valley region background electric field
could trigger the development of VRI structures through
gradient drift instability. While considering the mapping
efficiency of electrostatic field along the magnetic field line,
Farley[1959] presented an efficiency factor (o, /ap)l/z, where
0, and o, are conductivities parallel and perpendicular to
magnetic field, respectively. From the variation of (O'O/O'p)l/ 2
with altitude, we know that much of the attenuation for the
mapped electric field occurs at heights near the E region.
LaBelle [1985] showed that 10 km structures of the equatorial
F region origin would map to 120 km in the low-latitude £
region with efficiency of 0.5, which is apparently larger than
that of E region mapped to F region. More details about the
mapping efficiency of E and F region coupling can be found
from Heelis and Vickrey [1990].

[13] However, as shown in Figures 3b and 3c, out of
51 EPB nights, there are only 23 nights with VRI generation,
and 41 nights with ERI weakening or disappearance. It
indicates that not all EPB events could trigger or inhibit the
low-latitude E and valley region irregularities. The interme-
diate density layer and sufficient large electric field are
essential to the occurrence of VRI. Moreover, for the lifetime
of VRI, it depends on the decay process of the irregularities.
If the free energies continue to be provided for their suste-
nance, the irregularities will be seen for a longer time. From
Figure 1c we note that the VRI generation and ERI disruption
continued for a longer time than those of Figures la and 1b.
As is evident from Figure 2¢, the Doppler velocities of cor-
responding EPBs remain positive for a longer time. Such
long-duration positive Doppler velocities may indicate that
the mapped PEFs from equatorial F region bubble structures
continued for a long time to sustain the VRI, and inhibit the
ERI. Though we propose that the PEFs originated from the
equatorial bifurcated bubble structures could provide suitable
conditions for the disruption and generation of low-latitude
irregularities, there is still an open question remaining: How
the PEF associated with the east and west tilted bubbles
simultaneously trigger and inhibit the low-latitude valley and
E region irregularities, respectively? It is important to note
that the PEF generated within the longitudinally separated
bubble structures (for east and west tilted) would map to the
low-latitude E and valley regions separated longitudinally.
This implies that we would see the two processes (ERI dis-
ruption and VRI occurrence) by the Sanya VHF radar as the
two regions move through the radar field of view. Assuming
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that both the £ and valley regions move with the same
velocity (which includes direction also), we expect to see
these with some time delay (owing to longitudinal separa-
tion). But if they move with different velocity, there is every
likelihood that we may see these near simultaneously. It
should be pointed out that using radar observations we are
essentially getting a slit camera type picture of a moving
ionosphere. Thus, from present observations detected by the
Sanya VHF radar, we may stress that both the low-latitude
ERI disruption and VRI generation are associated with the
development of postsunset EPB structures. However, more
observations from coordinated multi-instruments and model
simulation will be required to confirm such a scenario that
the multi bifurcated EPBs play crucial roles for the simul-
taneous occurrence of low-latitude ERI disruption and VRI
generation.

4. Conclusion

[14] We have presented the measurements of E, valley and
F region irregularities by the Sanya VHF coherent scatter
radar. The analysis focuses on the simultaneous observa-
tions of E£ region irregularities disruption and valley region
irregularities generation during the presence of postsunset
F region bubble structures. The results suggest that the elec-
tric field coupling from the unstable equatorial F' region
to low-latitude E and valley region could trigger and inhibit
the occurrence of irregularities, depending on the polarity of
the polarization electric field associated with the bifurcation
of equatorial plasma bubbles. The mapping of upward/eastward
and downward/eastward electric field associated with the
west tilted and east tilted bubble structures may be respon-
sible for the disruption of E region irregularities and the
generation of valley region irregularities, respectively.
Although the proposal that the PEF mapped from equatorial
bifurcated bubbles could simultaneously trigger and inhibit
low-latitude irregularities is tentative, it certainly deserves
further study on the basis of coordinated multi-instrument
observations and model simulation.
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